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President’s Message 

September 2014 President’s Message 
A look at my calendar indicates that 2014 is beginning to wind down as we head into fall (and 
hopefully some fall-like weather). Our St. Tammany Master Gardener Association has several 
events scheduled over the next couple of months. These events offer some of the last opportu-
nities to earn volunteer hours, so if you need/want hours please take the time to learn about 
these events and see if you would like to volunteer for any of them. The events include the fol-
lowing:  

 Farmer’s Markets – Slidell on 9/13/14; Covington on 9/20/14; both events AM 

 Fall Seminar (“home to harvest”) on Friday September 19th from 9:00am – 1:00 pm 

 Mandeville Watershed Festival, Saturday September 20th; 10:30 – 12:30 

 Slidell Library (“’Lettuce’ Fall Into Herbs”) on Tuesday, September 30th from 3 – 6pm 

 Activity table in Children’s Tent at Wooden Boat Fest in Madisonville – Saturday and 

Sunday, October 11 & 12, 10 – 5:00 

 Butterfly Garden educational activity at WILD THINGS at US Fish & Wildlife Refuge 

Headquarters in Lacombe on Saturday, October 18th, 10:00 am – 4:00pm. 

 
Contact info for all of these events is in Gardengoer – check listing of chairpersons at end of 
newsletter. Thanks to all who are working on this impressive line-up of activities. 
As announced at our August general meeting the Membership Committee is seeking approval 
on a motion to increase the number of volunteer hours required for an Honor Award from 50 to 
75. The Honor Award is a program of this association and has, for the past few years, been in 
existence to honor those who have earned at least 50 volunteer hours. Awards have been en-
graved bricks or a subscription to Louisiana Gardener magazine. (The minimum number of 
hours you must complete in order to fulfill Louisiana’s requirements for maintaining 
your MG status remains at 20;  40 hours if you are a member of the Class of 2013. This 
requirement is set by the state, not STMGA.) Discussion and a vote on this will be on 
September’s agenda. Additionally there is a proposal under consideration to require that the 75 
hours be linked to projects/events sponsored by STMGA. As Master Gardeners we can earn 
hours without affiliation to an association as long as the work is approved by our advisor 
(County Agent Will Afton), but our STMGA sponsors numerous projects and events and pur-
chases the honor award with funds raised through our activities. Placing this status on hours 
earned might require that members keep a log of their activities on various STMGA sponsored 
projects/activities/events and a form will be provided. (The LSU site we use to log our hours 
might not provide enough info to document hours worked on each of our projects – this is be-
ing checked.) Please give these ideas some thought and come to the September meeting to dis-
cuss them. As of the latest report attached to MoM on 8/25/14 there are 18 members have 
earned (and logged) over 50 hours, and another 29 are very close. I suspect there are many 
folks who have been too busy gardening to log in their hours, so please stop for a bit and get 
your volunteer hour account up to date as soon as you can. 
 
The Class of 2014 is underway with twenty folks who are enjoying a full schedule of great lec-
tures and learning opportunities. We look forward to welcoming them to our association at our 
October meeting. At our August meeting we welcomed Kathleen Erny,  
a member of the 2006 Master Gardener class in Avoyelles/Rapides.  
Kathleen has already been recruited to volunteer at some of our fall events  
and is a welcome addition to STMGA. 
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Month Speaker Topic Hint Problem Share Hours 

January 15 Castine 
Center 

Joe Lapine 
Master Gardener 2013 

Growing Mirlitons  
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
1 

February 19 Castine 
Center 

Keith Williamson Guardi-
an AG 

Combining Drip Irrigation and 
Plastic Mulch 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Yes 

 
1 

March 19 
Castine Center 

Daniel Wells 
Researcher at Hammond 

Station 

 
Louisiana Superplants 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
1 

March 25 Field Trip  Afton Villa 
Rosedown Plantation 
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April 16  
Bobby Fletcher Barn 

 
No speaker 

 
Spring Plant Swap 

 

 
No 

 
No 

 
No 

 
      0 

May 21   
Castine Center 

Dan Gill Associate Profes-
sor Consumer Horticul-

ture LSU Ag Center 

 
Scholarship Awards 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Yes 

 
0 

June 18 
 Castine Center 

Barbara Moore 
Master Gardener 

 
African Violets 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
1 

July 16  
Castine Center 

Deborah Nolan 
Master Gardener 

“The Story of vegetables”  
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
1 

August 20 Castine 
Center 

Suzanne Turner 
Professor of Landscape 

Architecture LSU 

“Martha Turnbull’s Garden 
Diary: Unlocking Rosedown’s 

Story” 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
1 

 
September 17 
Castine Center 

 
Clarke Gernon Sr. 

Shady Pond Tree Farms 

“Christmas Tree Production 
in Louisiana…from Start to 

Finish and all that Happens in 
Between…” 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Yes 

 
1 

October 15 
Castine Center 

No speaker Fall Plant Swap No No No  
 

October 28 Field Trip Longue Vue Home & Gardens 
City Park Botanical Garden 

 

 
 

   
4 

November 19 Castine 
Center 

Gerry Ballanco 
Master Gardener 2009 

 
Gardening in Alaska 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 
1 

December 17 No Speaker Christmas Party     

STPMG 2014 Program 
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GARDENGOER WORD OF THE MONTH 

 

 
BITTERS 

I know that ‘bitter’ is one of the primary taste sensations along with salty, sweet and sour.  And 
I’ve often heard about the bitters that are used in some alcoholic drinks, though I usually stayed 
with plain old white wine or Amaretto, myself.  But, recently, I came to the realization that 
these bitters are some of the same plants that come from our very own little backyard herb gar-
dens. 
 
Do you grow peppermint or chamomile to add to your tea?  …Aloe for your skin?  …Milk this-
tle, alfalfa sprouts, or chickweed for salads?  Do you see an occasional dandelion growing in the 
middle of your manicured lawn?  Then you are growing bitters!  And there are hundreds of oth-
ers considered bitter (some more, some less) and containing compounds I can’t pronounce let 
alone spell—such as irdoids and sesquiterpene, etc.  While all the herbs we cultivate and the 
ones that show up wild have enormous nutritional value, the particular compounds above have 
NO nutritional value to benefit humans or the plant.  Ah!...but nutrition isn’t everything. 
These bitter compounds activate a whole slew of digestive fluids beginning in your mouth with 
your salivary glands (to help breakdown starches), traveling to the stomach where hydrochloric 
acid is secreted (to help break down proteins), and into the intestines helping the liver to pro-
duce bile and the gallbladder to excrete bile (to help break down and digest fats).  We used to 
get our bitters just by having a salad before meals, but today the common grocery store greens 
are almost bitter-free and need to be supplemented by specialty greens like arugula and dandeli-
on to get the bitter effect our system needs for complete digestion. 
 
So-o-o….I broke down and bought a bottle of bitters…cute little bottle…very tiny bottle, but 
here’s the herbs it contains.  Dandelion, burdock, orange peel, fennel seed, yellow dock, angeli-
ca, gentian and ginger.  That packs a powerful punch!  Until recently New Orleans produced a 
famous bitter (since the 19th century) called Peychaud’s Bitters.  Now made in Kentucky, but 
still headquartered in New Orleans.  San Francisco produced another famous bitter called Bit-
termens which coincidently is produced in New Orleans now.  Or, you could make your own.  
Just infuse all your herbs and botanicals together in at least 100 proof alcohol for two days to 
two weeks. A great site to help you get started is from Organic Gardening - http://
www.organicgardening.com/cook/diy-bitters.  
 
Today people are becoming more aware of the importance of bitters in their diet.  It is probably 
always better to grow your own bitters (especially if you are a Master Gardener) but if like me, 
you can only grow a couple, then you can buy bulk herbs on line or try them in a little bottle 
instead.  I bought mine on-line from Urban Moonshine.  (O.K., I just couldn’t resist that name.)  
Supposedly, you take your bitters (with or without additional alcohol) about 20 minutes before a 
meal to start the digestive juices flowing.  A few drops should suffice and you will feel the ef-
fect immediately.  Your salivary glands react immediately.  
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However, if you are a brave soul you might want to try these two unusual suggestions instead: 
 

1.  When you make your next batch of famous coleslaw add a few drops (or more) of 

bitters to the mayo/vinegar dressing before mixing with the cabbage.  I kid you not.  

It’s great. 

2. Even more unusual, try putting a couple dashes (more is better) into a bowl of good 

quality vanilla ice cream.  It’s a whole new flavor dimension.  People are actually add-

ing bitters to homemade ice cream even before they churn it. 

 

 

Bon Appetite!!   
Kathleen Guidry 

      
 

  Chocolate and coffee are both considered bitters but we all get enough of them. 

 Aperitif – an alcohol cocktail infused with bitter herbs taken at the beginning of a meal. 

 Digestif – an alcohol cocktail infused with bitter herbs taken at the end of a meal. 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

                                                     Kathleen Guidry 

GARDENGOER WORD OF THE MONTH—continued 
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Certificate of Appreciation  
Presented to Will Afton 

By 
Magic Wings Butterfly Gardens  

2014 
                                                                                Thanks, Will 

Susie Andres, Will Afton, Marie Porche, Ann Durel, Mary Ann Brannan 
                                  not pictured: Janet Ronquillo 

                  Can You Help? 

Needed for school project 
Closed Compost Bins 

 
 
      

   

     
  
              Contact Sue McGuire  at:  jack@i-assure.com 
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Creating a Pet Friendly Garden 
Donna Howland 
(as promised!) 

 
 
 
Several months ago, my aging, very spoiled dog, Pepper, had an unexplained episode of vomit-
ing and diarrhea.  Considering her fragile state, I rushed her immediately to the vet.  Following a 
long list of questions, the vet asked if I had iris or lilies in my garden.  In fact, I have several 
different varieties of each type of plant.  Mystery solved!  Pepper was diagnosed with a mild 
case of poisoning probably caused by eating one or more of the plant bulbs.  She quickly recov-
ered and I considered myself lucky to have acted so quickly.  But this experience made me curi-
ous as to what else in my garden could be poisonous.  I would like to share with you the results 
of my research so that, if you own a pet, you will be better prepared than I was. 
 
According to all my sources – my vet, Dan Gill, and the ASPCA – the number one plant to not 
have around dogs, cats (or children!!!) is the sago palm.  This plant is a cycad and not a palm 
nor is it related to palms.  All parts of this plant are extremely toxic if ingested.  The most dan-
gerous part of the plant is the seeds that look similar to large, red chestnuts.  Eating even a very 
small amount of a seed will kill an animal.  There is no antidote and the effect is irreversible.   
The seeds have also been shown to produce a severe toxic reaction in people who have touched 
them with bare hands.  It is highly recommended that gardeners avoid planting sego palms 
wherever there is a chance that an animal (or child) could come in contact with it. 
 
Another toxic plant that is frequently found in southern gardens is the azalea.  According to the 
ASPCA, azaleas are members of the Rhododendron family and contain grayantoxins that can 
produce vomiting, diarrhea or even lead to coma and death.  Fortunately, most mature dogs do 
not eat azaleas but a puppy (or child!) might eat anything.  Dan Gill knows of at least one in-
stance in which a puppy died from eating a potted azalea. 
 
If you are a cat owner, you need to watch your cats around lilies that are considered highly toxic 
to cats.  Ingestion of even small amounts of the plants will cause irreversible, severe kidney 
damage.  According to my vet, the bulb of the lily, or of many other plants, is most likely toxic 
to animals if eaten.  It is unlikely that these plants pose a problem to humans as people are not 
inclined to eat them. 
 
A more complete list of plants poisonous to pets can be found on the ASPCA web page: 
www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/17-poisonous-plants.  Animal Medical Center 
(904 S. Tyler St., Covington) has published an extensive list of potentially toxic plants.  For the 
record, some of the plants on the list would produce only a mild effect if eaten in a large quanti-
ty.  And how many pets will eat a Red Maple? 

Pet Owner Alert  
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To volunteer contact Melanie Singh at: singhmelanie@hotmail.com  
 

mailto:singhmelanie@hotmail.com
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To volunteer contact Kay Hanson at: hansonpk@bellsouth.net 

mailto:hansonpk@bellsouth.net
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I      g A   Gar    r     
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Master Gardener  on erence 
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 ro ne Pla a Hotel 
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Sponsored by   
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 S     enter   ouisiana Master Gardener Pro ram 
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Southern Region Master Gardener Conference Invites You  

 
 The 2014 Southern Region Master Gardener Conference will be in Baton 
Rouge October 21-24. Sharing Our Southern Roots is the theme for this year's 
conference, which will present many opportunities for conference attendees to 
learn more about how horticulture has contributed to our Southern lifestyle. 
 
 East Baton Rouge Master Gardener Association is hosting this conference 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel at College Drive and I-10. 
 
 Several presenters, including one of five keynote speakers, Marcelle Bien-
venu, will talk on the impact of locally grown food products on Southern cuisine. 
The other keynote speakers are Mary Palmer Dargan, who will speak on healing 
the earth one garden at a time; Norman Winter, who will focus on the color 
presentation in your garden each season; Joe Lamp'l, who will give the “dirt” on 
healthy soil; and Douglas Tallamy, who will explain how to bring nature home.  
 
 Also on the agenda are 24 breakout sessions in which presenters will give 
information on a wide range of topics from hummingbirds, butterflies and natu-
ral habitats to designing flower beds for older people and with children in mind, 
to choosing the right plants and your cooking style. 
Throughout the four days of the conference, the Southern Garden Marketplace 
will be open for conference participants to see and buy new and established plant 
products from businesses associated with horticulture.  
  
 Tours of the area include guided excursions to Imahara's Botanical Garden 
and Afton Villa Gardens, Rosedown Plantation and The Myrtles, Houmas House 
Plantation, Burden Museum and Gardens, Hammond Research Station, a Cajun 
Night at White Oak Plantation and a tour of Manchac Swamp and lunch at 
Frenier Landing. 
 
 More information about the keynote and breakout speakers and their top-
ics, tours and registration is available at the conference website 
www.southernregionmgconf2014.com.  Conference registration can be accom-
plished only online at the conference website. We are taking registrations NOW!  
Early registration ends July 15.  
 
  We look forward to seeing you in Baton Rouge in October. 
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LSU AgCenter Super Plant Garden 

Fun To Watch It Grow! 
Month Three 

Please contact Janet Ronquillo at 985-893-8178 or justang5@cox.net. 

Peach blossoms ready to Oh No  —  weeds! 

mailto:justang5@cox.net
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ST TAMMANY PARISH MASTER GARDENERS 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING Minutes 

August 20, 2014 

St. Tammany Master Gardeners Membership Meeting  
Castine Center at Pelican Park in Mandeville 

August 20, 2014 Minutes 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Susie Andres at 10 a.m.  The invocation was by 
Linda Deslatte and Pledge of Allegiance was led by Susie.  

Attendance:  65 

Susie introduced our new member Kathleen Erny. 

County Agent Will Afton introduced Corey Leftwich from Beau Provence Assisted Living 
Center in Mandeville.  Mr. Leftwich spoke about the center and their need for volunteers. After, 
Will continued with his updates.  The new class is going good, lots of fun.  Bobby Fletcher is 
retiring.  Will has a Master Gardener card for each of the members and he ended with, if you 
have any questions see him after the meeting.  

Garden Hint of the Month - Martha Gruning spoke on drying hydrangeas.  

Program:  Martha introduced our speaker, Suzanne Turner, Professor of Landscape Architecture 
at LSU who gave an interesting program about the Rosedown gardens from her book “Martha 
Turnbull’s Garden Diary:  Unlocking Rosedown’s Story.” 

Motion made by Julie Deus and second by Pete Hanson to accept the minutes as they appeared 
in the Gardengoer.  Motion approved. 

Officers’ Reports: 

Susie announced that sign-up sheets were being circulated for the Library Herb Fest and the 
children’s table at the Wooden Boat Fest.  Urbain Breaud mentioned that a sheet was in the 
back of the room to sign up for a Wine Making class. 

Susie asked for a motion for a correction to the February 19, 2014 minutes.  A motion to ap-
prove activities on our calendar was made and second, but the minutes did not show that it was 
approved by the membership.  Kathleen Guidry made a motion for the correction and second by 
Judy Wood.  Motion approved.  

Motion made by Eileen Gremillion and second by Sue McGuire for the Master Gardeners to 
participate at the Madisonville Wooden Boat Fest and the Watershed Fest.  Motion approved. 

Treasurer - Pam Rowe reported that the Treasurer’s report was in MoM.   

Vice President - Martha Gruning announced future programs:  September, Clarke Gernon from 
Shady Pond Tree Farm will speak on Trees; October, plant swap place to be announced; No-
vember, Gerri Ballanco, Gardening in Alaska; December, Christmas Party.  Field trip will be 
Tuesday, October 28.  We will be going to Longue Vue Home and Gardens and to City Park 
Botanical Gardens.  We will have a box lunch at Longue Vue.  Cost has not been finalized.  

President - Susie asked if you know of any speakers please sent their names and info to Will.  
Don’t forget to log your hours in.  Our organization gave a $500 contribution to the Southern 
Region Master Gardener Conference.  It will go to sponsor one of the speakers, Jason Powell.  



14 

 

ST TAMMANY PARISH MASTER GARDENERS 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
August 20, 2014 continued 

Susie found out that each state has a table at the conference and that Lafayette is responsible for 
Louisiana.  Susie mentioned that we sell the Louisiana Home Vegetable Gardening and the 
Louisiana Home Fruit and Nut Production booklets.  She would like for us to also sell A Guide 
to Louisiana Friendly Landscaping.  Motion made by Urbain Breaud and second by Paul An-
dres to purchase and sell the book.  Motion approved. 

Committee Reports: 

Nominating – Christy Paulsell asked for volunteers interested in an officer position to please 
contact the Nominating Committee (Eileen Gremillion, Rodney Cross, and Christy).  Each cur-
rent officer gave a short overview of their position for the membership.  

Membership/Mentoring – Judy Wood announced that Sue Stoltz is the new Membership Chair 
starting October 1.  Please have your hours in by Saturday, the list will be in MoM next week.  
Sandy Arnoult spoke about the honor award.  Sandy made a motion for the 2014 award to re-
main the same as last year, 50 hours and 6 education hours posted; receive the brick, Louisiana 
Gardener, or nothing.  Second by Lyn Monteleone.  Motion approved.  The board and the 
Award Committee are discussing raising the number of volunteer hours next year from 50 to 75 
in support of STMG projects.  Next month (September meeting) we will vote on 2015 require-
ments. 

Project Reports:   

Fall Seminar:  Susie announced that information has been sent to the newspapers and that reser-
vations have been coming in. 

Slidell Library Herb Garden:  The Fall Herb Fest will be Tuesday, September 30.  The theme is 
“Lettuce Fall into Herbs.”  Topics will be herbs and winter greens.  Contact, Melanie Singh, 
chairman. 

Abita Library:  Next program November 5, 4-5:30 p.m., Martha Gruning will be sending an 
email out to the committee. 

Parenting Center:  Meeting this Friday, next Tuesday program on caterpillars information in 
MoM.  Contact Marie Porche. 

Julie Deus – Project announcements: 

Lacombe Wildlife Wild Thing will be Saturday, October 18.  Kay and Pete Hanson, chairper-
sons. 

New class project tour is scheduled for Tuesday, September 30. 

New class orientation is Tuesday, October 30 at the AgCenter. Project Chairs and Committee 
Chairs are to attend. 

New Business: 

No new business. 
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Announcements: 

Deborah Nolan announced that if you would like to attend one of the Vegucator classes please 
email her. 

Susie announced that Master Gardeners are invited to attend the new class’ classes, please email 
Will first.   

Longue Vue House and Gardens is hosting its annual “Blessing of the Herbs” on Thursday, Au-
gust 28 at 9:30 a.m.  The event is open to the public.  Master Gardener Linda Franzo is part of 
the program.  You will earn educational hours. 

Lonnie Holbrook has the Master Gardener cards.  You can pick yours up at the AgCenter or 
next meeting. 
 
Next board meetings are Thursday, September 4, and Friday, November 7.   

Meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Peggy Goertz, Secretary 

 

ST TAMMANY PARISH MASTER GARDENERS 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
August 20, 2014 continued 
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STMG August 2014 Meeting 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Will Afton 

Corey Leftwich  

Martha Gruning and  

                 Suzanne Turner 

Refreshments ! 
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ST TAMMANY PARISH MASTER GARDENERS 
BOARD MEETING Minutes 

August 6, 2014 

St. Tammany Master Gardeners Board Meeting  
Causeway branch of the St. Tammany Library in Mandeville 

August 6, 2014 Minutes 
 

President Susie Andres called the meeting to order at 9 a.m.  
Attendance:  Susie Andres, Pam Rowe, Judy Wood, Julie Deus, Jan Pesses, Art Scott, Gail 
Hinkley, Kathleen Guidry, and Peggy Goertz.  
 
Julie Deus motioned to accept the June board minutes as presented in the Gardengoer.  Susie 
Andres seconded.  Motion approved. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Membership - Judy Wood announced a new member; Kathleen Erny, 2006 Master Gardener 
from Rapides Parish.  She lives in Abita Springs.  The board suggested adding 4-H to the 
membership renewal form.  Judy noted that the by-laws need to be change from St. Tammany 
Master Gardener Association (STMGA) to St. Tammany Parish Master Gardener (STPMG).  
Judy gave an update on the Award meeting.  Members input was 46 to 6 in favor of modifying 
the award program.  A motion will be made at the general membership meeting to keep the 
2014 award requirements the same as in previous years.  It was suggested by the Award Com-
mittee to recognize members’ hours in the Gardengoer and at the meetings. 
 
Historical – Kathleen Guidry and Gail Hinkley gave the board a preview of the Master Gar-
dener’s “e” scrapbook. 
 
Finance - Pam Rowe, Treasurer, gave the Treasurer report.   
 
Program – (Martha Gruning unable to attend) Susie mention that the programs are set for the 
rest of the year.  The October plant swap maybe at the Castine Center Martha will work out 
the details.  Our fall field trip is October 28 to Longue Vue Home and Gardens and to City 
Park Botanical Gardens.  We will have a box lunch at Longue Vue.  
 
MoM – Art Scott, no report. 
 
Project Reports: 
 
Fall seminar – Susie Andres, Becky Taylor main speaker.  Seminar will be at the Journey Fel-
lowship Church in Lacombe, Friday, September 19 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Cost will be $10, 
open to the public – 300 limit. 
 
Slidell Library Herb Garden – Herb committee planning meeting August 18 at the library.  
 
Madisonville Wooden Boat Festival – Will has been contacted about a children table at the 
festival.  Need to be approved by the membership at the general meeting. 
 
Wild Things – Scheduled for October 18.  Contact Kay Hanson. 
 
Abita Library – Event scheduled for November 5, no information available. 
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New Business: 
 
Next Board meeting Thursday, September 4.  Board meeting scheduled for Thursday, Novem-
ber 6 has been rescheduled for Friday, November 7 at the AgCenter.  New board and project 
and committee chairs are invited to attend. 
 
Spring 2015 Seminar – Looking at the first week of February (Tuesday or Wednesday).  Pam 
Rowe will check the availability of the Baptist Church in Covington.  The 2013 class will men-
tor the 2014 class.  Same as last year’s seminar, set up day before, 8:30 a.m. day of seminar.  
We will have lunch. 
 
Leonard Wilfert and Anna Ribbeck – it was suggested that an article about each one be in the 
next Gardengoer. 
 
The laptop computer no longer used by Jan Pesses will go to the Treasurer. 
 
We received a letter from the Southern Region Master Gardener Conference.  Our $500 contri-
bution will go to sponsor one of the speakers, Jason Powell.   

Meeting adjourned at 11 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Peggy Goertz 

ST TAMMANY PARISH MASTER GARDENERS 
BOARD MEETING Minutes 

August 6, 2014 continued 
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Calendar of Events 

September , 2014 

4 STPMG Board Meeting Causeway Branch Library 9 AM 

9 
Slidell Herb Festival Planning Meeting Slidell Library on Robert Blvd 10:15 AM 
                                      Melanie Singh  singhmelanie@hotmail.com 

10 Vegucator Class – Ag Center   9 AM   Deborah Nolan, mamere09@gmail.com 

11 
Beau Provence Memory Care Center Garden Planning Meeting 
              Barbara Moore’s house 10:00 AM  Julie Deus,  juliedeus6@gmail.com 

13 Slidell Market   8 AM to noon  Sue Clites, mailto:suethern@yahoo.com 

17 Fall Seminar Committee Meeting Castine Center  9:15 AM Susie Andres, susiean-
dres@gmail.com 

17 STPMG Monthly Meeting – Castine Center   10 AM 

18 Fall Seminar Set Up Journey Fellowship 1 0:00 AM till 

19 Fall Seminar Journey Fellowship 9 AM—1 PM 

20 Covington Market   8 AM to noon  Jill Stoltz, mailto:Jill@businessworks.com 

20 Mandeville Watershed Festival 10:30 AM  12:30 PM  Christy Paulsell, 
j.christine.paulsell@stpsb.org 

25 Gardengoer Deadline 

30 MG Class 2014 Project Tours  

30 Fall Herb Festival—Slidell Library  3 PM—6 PM 

October , 2014 

8 Vegucator Class – Ag Center   9 AM 

9 MG 2014 Classes End 

11 Slidell Market   8 AM to noon 

11-12 Wooden Boat Fest Madisonville  10 AM—5 PM  Will Afton, WAfton@agcenter.lsu.edu 

15 STPMG Monthly Meeting – Castine Center   10 AM 

18 Covington Market   8 AM to noon  

18 Wild Things Lacombe Butterfly Garden  10AM—4 PM  Kay Hanson, han-
sonpk@bellouth.net 

21-24 Southern Region MG Conference—Baton Rouge 

25 Gardengoer Deadline 

28 STMGA Fall Field Trip 

30 MG 2014 Orientation to STPMG 9 AM 

mailto:singhmelanie@hotmail.com
mailto:mamere09@gmail.com
mailto:juliedeus6@gmail.com
mailto:suethern@yahoo.com
mailto:susieandres@gmail.com
mailto:susieandres@gmail.com
mailto:Jill@businessworks.com
mailto:j.christine.paulsell@stpsb.org
mailto:WAfton@agcenter.lsu.edu
mailto:hansonpk@bellouth.net
mailto:hansonpk@bellouth.net
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Calendar of Events 

 

November, 2014 

5 Abita Library Event 4 PM 5:30 PM  Martha Gruning, mgruning@bellsouth.net 

7 STPMG Board Meeting  9 AM  (Friday, AgCenter) 

8 Slidell Market  8 AM—noon 

12 Vegucator Class  9 AM 

15 Covington Market  8 AM—noon 

19 STPMG Monthly Meeting Castine Center  10 AM 

25 Gardengoer Deadline 

Tracking Our Schedules ! 

mailto:mgruning@bellsouth.net
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PRESIDENT: 
Susie Andres, susieandres@gmail.com 
  
VICE PRESIDENT & PROGRAMS: 
Martha Gruning, mgruning@bellsouth.net 
  
TREASURER: 
Pam Rowe, PamMG09@yahoo.com 
  
SECRETARY: 
Peggy Goertz, peggpegg@aol.com 
  
LSU AGCENTER MASTER GARDENER 
COORDINATOR/COUNTY AGENT: 
Will Afton, WAfton@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  
LSU AGCENTER OFFICE: 
Mary Beth Kaizer, MKaizer@agcenter.lsu.edu 
  
LSU AGCENTER OFFICE  
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: 
Cindy Manger, beachin70124@gmail.com 
 
COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST: 
Art Scott, folsomart@bellsouth.net  
 
GLOVES: 
Peggy Goertz, peggpegg@aol.com 
 
HISTORICAL: 
Kathleen Guidry, katfire@bellsouth.net 
Gail Hinkley, dcghinkley@bellsouth.net 
 
HONORS: 
Sandy Arnoult, sarnoult@charter.net 

HOSPITALITY: 
Barbara Moore, babsofil@gmail.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN: 
Judy Wood, jazzwood@charter.net 
 
MERCHANDISE: 
Dee Middleton, doloresmiddleton@ymail.com 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
Jan Pesses, pessesgardengoer@gmail.com 
 
PARLIMENTARIAN: 
Art Scott, folsomart@bellsouth.net 
 
PLANT SHOW: 
Kay and Pete Hansen, hansonpk@bellsouth.net 
 
PROJECTS COMMITTEE: 
Julie Deus,  juliedeus6@gmail.com  

PUBLICITY: 
Ty Guidroz, tyguidroz@charter.net 
 
SCHOLARSHIP: 
Pam Peltier, peltier72@aol.com 
 

SPEAKERS BUREAU: 
Gerri Sommers, gsommers@bellsouth.net 
 
ABITA SPRINGS LIBRARY: 
Martha Gruning, mgruning@bellsouth.net 
 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CONCERN SLIDELL 
GIVING GARDEN:  
Paul Andres, pkandres@bellsouth.net 
 

COVINGTON FARMERS’ MKT: 
Jill Stoltz, mailto:Jill@businessworks.com 
  
LACOMBE BUTTERFLY GARDEN:  
Kay Hanson, hansonpk@bellouth.net 
 

LSU AGCENTER LOUISIANA SUPER PLANT 
GARDEN: 
Janet Ronquillo, justang5@cox.net 
 
MAGIC WINGS BUTTERFLY GARDEN: 
Marie Porche, marieporche@yahoo.com 
 
OTIS HOUSE BUTTERFLY GARDEN: 
Ann Durel, adurel@bellsouth.net 
 
ROOTING THE FUTURE: MGs PARTNER WITH 
STPSB SCHOOLS: 
Christy Paulsell, j.christine.paulsell@stpsb.org 
 

SLIDELL FARMER’S MKT: 
Sue Clites, mailto:suethern@yahoo.com 
  
SLIDELL HERB GARDEN: 
June Taffaro  cptjpt @yahoo.com 
Camille Schwandt  camilleschwandt@charter.net 
   

SLIDELL MEMORIAL HOSPITAL REHAB GAR-
DEN: 
Leslie Landeche, rocknlou@bellsouth.net 
  

VEGUCATORS & TOMATO FOCUS GROUP: 
Deborah Nolan, mamere09@gmail.com 
  

W. ST. TAMMANY HABITAT FOR  
HUMANITY PROJECT: 
Nancy Thompson, nthomps25@bellsouth.net 
  
  

STPMG Directory 
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Notes From the Editor: 
 
This time last year my Class of 2013 was in full 
swing,  and I was wondering “what next” after 
graduation?  As I near completion of my first year, 
I now understand  we have a wide variety of pro-
jects and many experienced, enthusiastic gardeners 
to guide us.  What a great year!  Thank you from 
the Class of 2013.  Soon we will all welcome the 
new Class of 2014, and 2013 will not be the new 
kids on the block anymore!  Welcoming new mem-
bers and new ideas is a sign of a strong, growing 
organization — we are green and growing! 
 
    
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Past issues of the Gardengoer can be found on the 
LSU AgCenter, St. Tammany webpage.  All issues 
since January 2010 are listed.. Below is a link to 
the issues online.  http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/
our_offices/parishes/St.+Tammany/Features/
Newsletters/Gardengoer/index.htm 
 
Here is the link to the LSU AgCenter site to log 
your hours.  Keep posting those hours on a regular 
basis. 
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/lawn_garden/
master_gardener/Reporting+Volunteer+Hours/ 
 
Jan Pesses 

THE GARDENGOER 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE 

ST. TAMMANY MASTER 

GARDENERS ASSOCIATION 

Cooperative Extension Service 

St. Tammany Parish 

1301 N. Florida Street 

Covington, LA 70433 

Phone:  985-875-2635 (Covington) 

Fax:  985-875-2639 

Website: www.lsuagcenter.com/

mastergardener/ 
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